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BOSTON - President Barack Obama on
Wednesday nominated State Police Lt. John
Gibbons, of Agawam, as the next U.S. marshal
for Massachusetts.

Gibbons, who grew up in Newark, N.J., the son of
a police officer and came to Western
Massachusetts on a college football scholarship,
would become the first black U.S. marshal for
Massachusetts, according to research provided by
the office of the late U.S. Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy.
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Obama last month also nominated Carmen M.
Ortiz of Milton as U.S. attorney in Massachusetts.
She is set to become the first woman and first
Hispanic U.S. attorney in the state.

In a short interview on Wednesday night,
= E. Longmeadow Gibbons said he was excited and felt good.
« Easthampton

« Franklin County “I'm honored and humbled by the nomination,” said Gibbons.

* Granby

* Greenfield

« Hadley

* Hampden “John Gibbons and Robert Heun have dedicated their careers to protecting the
= Holyoke public and I am honored to nominate them to continue their selfless work as

= Longmeadow U.S. marshals,” Obama said in a statement.

e Ludlow

In a press release, Obama announced that he is nominating Gibbons and
Robert Heun, a retired police chief in Alaska, as the marshal for Alaska.
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In late July, Kennedy and U.S. Sen. John ~ EPITORIAL

F. Kerry recommended Gibbons for the
marshal’s position. Kennedy died in
August of brain cancer.

= He's the right man for the
right job

Gibbons, 53, is currently a detective
lieutenant in command of a unit working under Northwestern District Attorney
Elizabeth B. Scheibel.

Obama sent the nomination to the Senate. The full Senate must confirm the
nomination.

Gibbons, a scholarship football star at American International College in
Springfield in the 1970s, started his police career as a trooper in Northampton.

He has served as a trooper, detective and commander for the state police the
past 30 years in Western Massachusetts.

The marshal is in charge of security at federal courts in Boston, Springfield and
Worcester. The marshal’s office provides protection for judges and witnesses,
investigates fugitives and helps manage and transport inmates.

Gibbons has served as a state police detective under district attorneys in
Hampden and the Northwestern district. He also was commander of former
Attorney General Thomas F. Reilly’s state police unit in Springfield.

Kennedy and Kerry, both Democrats, recommended Gibbons after blocking
confirmation of former President George W. Bush’s nomination of Reed V.
Hillman of Sturbridge in June 2007. Hillman was the Republican nominee for
lieutenant governor in 2006 and a former GOP legislator from Sturbridge.
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